
This Weeks Schedule
THIS WEEK

WED @ 11 AM-1:30 PM: Silent Prayer/Confession
WED @ 5:00 PM: Daily Vesper/Confession After

NEXT WEEKEND
SAT, June 11: Catechism @ 3:45 PM

Pentecost Great Vespers @ 5:00 PM Confession After
SUN, June 5: Hours @ 9:10 AM, Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

Blessing of the Graves Minooka @ 1:30 PM

UP COMING
Feast of Ss Peter and Paul: Wednesday, June 29

Announcements
& Upcoming Parish & Diocesan Events

Upcoming Fundraisers: If you would like to plan something please get with me
to discuss the details and the dates such as Peirogi Project

Financial Meeting: This Wednesday June 8th, @ 10 a.m.
Parish Steering Meeting: June 11th, @ 3:30 p.m. prior to Great Vespers
Parish Prosphora Baking Class: June 14th at 9 a.m.
St Tikhon’s Summer Camp: July 3-9 (Diocesan Campers are FREE!)
All American Council: July 18-22

When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, a
man was standing before him with his drawn sword in his hand. And Joshua
went to him and said to him, “Are you for us, or for our adversaries?”

Joshua 5:13
Holy Archangel Michael Pray unto God for us!

Fro� �� Ambvo�
ST MICHAEL ORTHODOX CHURCH,

OLD FORGE, PA
Priest Michael Shepherd (frmichael@stmichaelof.org)

Steering Committee: Barbara Sevensky, Bev Elko,
Sandra Condon

Phone: (570) 457-3703  Web: http://www.stmichaelof.org

Sun, June 5th, 2022 7th SUNDAY OF PASCHA — Tone 6. Holy Fathers of
the First Ecumenical Council. Afterfeast of Ascension.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Birthdays: Patricia Jones (6/8)
Nameday: Martha Matechak (6/4); Rose Krenitsky (6/9)
Anniversary:
Baptism:
Travelers: For all who are traveling this week
Visitors: Thank you for joining us and please introduce yourself to Fr
Michael
Kitchen Schedule: Need volunteers for Kitchen
Prosphora Schedule: June - Fr Michael

July - Need Volunteer

DEAR GUESTS AND FRIENDS: A most sincere and heartfelt welcome to you from
our community. According to the ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the

Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox Christians
who have prepared to receive themselves by fasting and a recent (monthly)

confession..If you have questions please ask Fr Michael!



Words of Wisdom
From the Saints & Teachers

20:30 Arising from Among You
The Character of Heretics. Ammonius: “In order to draw away the

disciples after them.” Heretics strive to make the people their own instead of the Lord’s,
so that they might boast in themselves, when the name of the heretics is attached to these
people, and so that they can profit from the name. For example, from Mani comes
Manichaean, from Arius, Arian, and from Nestorius, Nestorian, and the other types of
heresies. Paul himself checked this beforehand when he silenced and censured those who
were saying, “I’m Paul’s; I’m Apollos’s; I’m Cephas’s,” since he did not want their faith
to be explained by the name of a person but by Christ’s name; he wanted them all to be
called Christians, even though they had been taught by different teachers. Accordingly,
whenever all the teachers strive for the same goal of proclaiming the true faith, of
profiting the students while suppressing their own names, they are called, by the same
name, Christians. If, however, the teachers pervert any of the teachings of the church,
then the title of Catholic is denied, and they are called after the name of the teacher.
Catena on the Acts of the Apostles 20.29–30.
Martin, F., & Smith, E. (Eds.). (2006). Acts (p. 255). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity

Press.
17:10b I Am Glorified in Them

Glory of Omnipotence of Father and Son. Origen: Now, if all things that are the
Father’s are also Christ’s, certainly among those things that exist is the Father’s
omnipotence. Of course, the only-begotten Son ought to be omnipotent, that the Son also
may have all things that the Father possesses. “And I am glorified in them,” he declares.
For “at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow.” … Therefore he is the effluence of the
glory of God in this respect, that he is Almighty—the pure and vivid Wisdom
itself—glorified as the effluence of omnipotence or glory.

So that it may be more clearly understood what the glory of omnipotence is, we shall
add the following: God the Father is omnipotent because he has power over all things,
namely, over heaven and earth, sun, moon and stars and all things in them. And he
exercises his power by means of his Word.… Now if every knee is bent to Jesus, then,
without doubt, it is Jesus to whom all things are subject, and he it is who exercises power
over all things and through whom all things are subject to the Father. For through
wisdom, that is, by word and reason, not by force and necessity, all things are subject. On
First Principles 1.2.10.
Elowsky, J. C. (Ed.). (2007). John 11–21 (p. 242). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity

Press.

What does the Bible say about Stewardship?
Give without show - “Let not your left hand know what your right hand is doing.”
(Matt.6:3).

Give with regularity in proportion “Upon the first day of the week let everyone of you
lay by him in store, as God has prospered him.” (I Cor. 16:2)

Give liberally “He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully.” (II Cor. 9:6)

Give cheerfully “Let everyone give as his heart tells him, neither grudgingly, nor under
compulsion, for God loves the man that gives cheerfully.” (II Cor. 9:7)

The Bible encourages tithing as a guideline for continued stewardship. Tithing is when
one gives cheerfully and voluntarily 10% of one’s annual income for the glory and
support of His Church. If you cannot give 10%, begin at 2% or 3% and challenge
yourself to increase the percentage each month throughout the year. The paying of the
tithe was first and foremost an act of worship, not merely a duty, and was considered to
be a minimum standard, not the total of all giving. God will honor your commitment.
God will provide.

https://ref.ly/logosres/accsrevnt05?ref=Bible.Ac20.30
https://ref.ly/logosres/accsrevnt04b?ref=Bible.Jn17.10b


Once there was no Heaven, there was no earth, no time, but there was God,
because He has no beginning. Having no beginning, He has no end. God always
was and always shall be. God is outside time. God always is. Therefore, He is
called eternal.

God is omnipotent
(Gen. 17:1, Luke 1:37).

If a man wants to make something, he needs material; without material he
cannot make anything. With paint and canvas man can paint a beautiful
picture; from metal he can make a complex and useful machine. But he can
never make, for instance, the earth on which we live, or the sun which gives
light and warmth, and many other things.
Only for God is everything possible; there is nothing that He cannot do. He
wished to create the world and He created it out of nothing by His word alone.
God can do all that He wishes. Therefore He is called omnipotent.

God is omnipresent
(Ps. 138:7-12).

God always, throughout all time, is present everywhere. There is no place in
the world where He is not present. No one can hide from Him anywhere. God is
everywhere. Therefore, He is called omnipresent.

God is omniscient
(I John 3:20, Heb. 4:13).

Man can learn many things, know a great deal, but no man can know
everything. Moreover, man cannot know the future, and cannot hear
everything and see everything. Only God alone knows everything, what was,
what is, and what will be. For God there is no di�erence between day and night.
He sees and hears everything at all times. He knows each of us, and not only
what we do and say, but also what we think and what we want. God always
hears everything, sees everything, and knows everything. Therefore, He is
called omniscient (knowing all things).

The Law of God, Seraphim Slobodskoy; Holy Trinity Monastery, Jordanville, NY
13361-0036 USA

EPISTLE
Deacon: Let us attend!
Priest: Peace be unto all!
Reader: And to thy spirit.
Deacon: Wisdom!
Reader: The Prokeimenon in the 4th Tone, the Song of the Fathers: Blessed art
Thou O Lord God of our Fathers and praised and glorified is Thy name forever!
Choir: Blessed art Thou O Lord God of our Fathers and praised and glorified is
Thy name forever!
Reader: For Thou art just in all that Thou hast done for us!
Choir: Blessed art Thou O Lord God of our Fathers and praised and glorified is
Thy name forever!
Reader: Blessed art Thou O Lord God of our Fathers
Choir: and praised and glorified is Thy name forever!

Deacon: Wisdom!
Reader: The reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles.
Deacon: Let us attend!

[(44) Acts 20:16-18, 28-36] In those days, Paul had decided to sail past
Ephesus, so that he might not have to spend time in Asia; for he was hastening
to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the day of Pentecost. * And from Miletus he
sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the church. * And when they
came to him, he said to them: * "Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, in
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God
which He obtained with the blood of His own Son. * I know that after my
departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; * and
from among your own selves will arise men speaking perverse things, to draw
away the disciples after them. * Therefore be alert, remembering that for three
years I did not cease night or day to admonish every one with tears. * And now
I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you
up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. * I
coveted no one's silver or gold or apparel. * You yourselves know that these
hands ministered to my necessities, and to those who were with me. * In all
things I have shown you that by so toiling one must help the weak,
remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, 'It is more blessed to
give than to receive.'" * And when he had spoken thus, he knelt down and
prayed with them all.



Priest: Peace be unto thee, Reader.
Reader: And to thy spirit.

ALLELUIA
Deacon: Wisdom!
Reader: In the 1st Tone: AL-LE-LU-IA!
Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
Reader: The Lord, the God of gods, speaks and summons the earth from the
rising of the sun to its setting.
Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
Reader: Gather to Me, My venerable ones, who made a covenant with Me by
sacrifice.
Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

GOSPEL
[(56) John 17:1-13] At that time, Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven and said,
"Father, the hour has come; glorify Thy Son that the Son may glorify Thee, *
since Thou hast given Him power over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom
Thou hast given Him. * And this is eternal life, that they know Thee the only
true God, and Jesus Christ Whom Thou hast sent. * I glorified Thee on earth,
having accomplished the work which Thou gavest me to do; * and now, Father,
glorify Thou Me in Thine own presence with the glory which I had with Thee
before the world was made. * "I have manifested Thy name to the men whom
Thou gavest Me out of the world; Thine they were, and Thou gavest them to
Me, and they have kept Thy word. * Now they know that everything that Thou
hast given Me is from Thee; * for I have given them the words which Thou
gavest Me, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from
Thee; and they have believed that Thou didst send me. * I am praying for them;
I am not praying for the world but for those whom Thou hast given Me, for
they are Thine; * all Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine, and I am glorified in
them. * And now I am no more in the world, but they are in the world, and I am
coming to Thee. Holy Father, keep them in Thy name, which Thou hast given
Me, that they may be one, even as We are One. * While I was with them, I kept
them in Thy name, which Thou hast given Me; I have guarded them, and none
of them is lost but the son of perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled. *
But now I am coming to Thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they
may have My joy fulfilled in themselves."

The Attributes of God
God revealed to us concerning Himself that He is a bodiless and invisible

spirit (John 4:24).

What does it mean that God has neither a body, nor bones, as we have, and
does not have in Himself anything that makes up our visible world, and
therefore we cannot see Him?

In order to explain this, let us take an example from our earthly world. We do
not see the air, but we see its actions and results; the movement of the air has
great power which can move huge ships and complex machines. We feel and we
know that we cannot live without the air that we breathe. So also we do not see
God, but we see His activity and its results, His wisdom and power are
everywhere in the world, and we feel them in ourselves.

The invisible God, out of love for us, at various times appeared to righteous
people in a visible form — in images, or, reflections of Himself, that is to say,
in such a form that they could behold Him. Otherwise they would have perished
from directly beholding His majesty and glory.

God said to Moses, There shall no man see Me, and live (Ex. 33:20). If the sun
blinds us with its brilliance, and we cannot look upon this creation of God lest
we be blinded, then how much more so, on God Who created it. For God is light,
and in Him is no darkness at all (1 John 1:5), and He dwells in unapproachable
light (1 Tim. 6:16).

God is unchanging
(James 1:17, Mal. 3:6).

There is nothing in the world constant or unchanging; everything constantly
changes, grows, ages and disintegrates. One thing is replaced by another.
Only God is constant; there is no change in Him. He does not grow, does not
age. He in no way, and on no account and at no time ever changes. Just as He
always was, so He is now, and so He shall remain forever. God is always the
same. Therefore He is called unchanging.


