
Word� of Wisdo� Today Readings
Fro� th� Saint� & Teache�� Epistle: 2 Cor 11:31-12:9

Gospel: Luke 16:19-31

Luke 16:23–26 (ACCS Lk): Heavenly Life and Eternal; Figurative Language
Describes Heaven and Hell. St Gregory of Nyssa: I said, “What are the fire, the
gulf, or the other things which are mentioned, if they are not what they are
said to be?”
“It seems to me,” she [Macrina] said, “that the Gospel wishes, through each of
these details, to indicate some opinions concerning what we are seeking in
connection with the soul. The patriarch says to the rich man, ‘You had your
share of goods during your life in the flesh.’ He also says concerning the
beggar, ‘This man fulfilled his duty by his experience of hardship during his
life.’ By the gulf separating the one from the other, Scripture seems to me to
set forth an important belief.… This, in my opinion, is the gulf, which is not an
earthly abyss, that the judgment between the two opposite choices of life
creates. Once one has chosen the pleasure of this life and has not remedied this
bad choice by a change of heart, he produces for himself a place empty of good
hereafter. He digs this unavoidable necessity for himself like some deep and
trackless pit.
“It seems to me that Scripture uses the ‘bosom of Abraham,’ in which the
patient su�erer finds rest, as a symbol of the good state of the soul. This
patriarch was the first person recorded to have chosen the hope of things to
come in preference to the enjoyment of the moment. Deprived of everything he
had in the beginning of his life, living among strangers, he searched for a
future prosperity through present a�iction. We use the word bosom when
referring figuratively to a part of the outline of the sea. It seems to me that
Scripture uses the word bosom as a symbol of the immeasurable goals toward
which those who sail virtuously through life will come to when having
departed from life. They anchor their souls in this good bosom as in a quiet
harbor.” On the Soul and the Resurrection.
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19th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 2. Holy Apostle James
(Jacob), the Brother of the Lord (ca. 63).

Birthdays & Anniversaries for October
Birthdays: Nadia Macheska (10/1); Mary Krevko (10/5); Thomas Zupko
(10/10); Danny Pregmann (10/15); Stella Krenitsky (10/15); Blaise
Shepherd (10/17)
Nameday:
Anniversary: Helen & +Paul Bezuhly (10/12)
Baptism:
Travelers: For all who are traveling this week
Prosphora Schedule: Thank you Marie Pasternak for this weeks
Proshora. Please sign up to bake prosphora.
Visitors: Please Stay for co�ee hour that will be downstairs in the Church
Do you have a birthday or anniversary this/next week? Please add it to our list
on the shelf  in the Vestibule/Narthex.

Service Attendance: Last weekend Divine Liturgy: 30

DEAR GUESTS AND FRIENDS: A most sincere and heartfelt welcome to you from
our community. According to the ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the

Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox Christians
who have prepared to receive themselves by fasting and a recent (monthly)

confession..If you have questions please ask Fr Michael!

mailto:frmichael@stmichaelof.org


Service Schedule
THIS WEEK: 24th-30th

THURS, Oct 27th: @ 6:00  PM Vespers University of Scranton OCF
SAT, Oct 29th: @ 3:30 PM Inquirers Class/Book Study

SAT, Oct 29th: @ 5:00 PM Great Vespers / Confession After
SUN, Oct 30th: Hours @ 9:20 AM, Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

WEEK of 31stOct-6Nov
THURS, Nov 3rd: @ 6:00  PM Vespers University of Scranton OCF

SAT, Nov 5th: @ 3:30 PM Inquirers Class/Book Study
SAT, Nov 5th: @ 5:00 PM Great Vespers / Confession After

SUN, Nov 6th: Hours @ 9:20 AM, Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

UP COMING
Nov 7th & 8th: Great Vespers w/Litya & Liturgy Feast of St Michael

NATIVITY FAST BEGINS 15NOV
Nov 20th & 21st: Great Vespers w/Litya & Liturgy Entrance of the Theotokos

Nov 24th: Thanksgiving Day Liturgy

Announcements
& Upcoming Parish & Diocesan Events

Church Work Day: Every Friday is Church Maintenance day.  Come help!
Continue Clergy Education: Oct 25th, Holy Apostles Mechanicsburg
Clergy Peer Group: Oct 27th, St Michaels Old Forge
Ordination: Fr Deacon Justin Pittsfield, MA - Fr Michael in Attendance
Pre-Nativity Retreat: 3-4 Nov Daylesford Abbey
Parish Steering Meeting: Nov 12th, @ 3:30 p.m. prior to Great Vespers
Holy Synod Meeting: 9-14Nov St Tikhons
DEOPA Diocesan Council Meeting: Nov 15th Diocesan Chancery

Kontakion, Synaxis of Archangel Michael & all the Bodiless Hosts
Commanders of God’s armies and ministers of the divine glory, princes

of the bodiless angels and guides of mankind, ask for what is good for us,
and for great mercy, supreme commanders of the Bodiless Hosts.

Hol� A�c�a�g�� M��ha�� P��y u��� G�d �o� �s!
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and a resurrected body. Others suggest there is an intermediate time of “soul
sleep,” an unconscious waiting for the resurrection. While this sounds similar
to the “waiting time” Orthodoxy teaches, note the di�erence here. In the
Orthodox view, our souls are not unconscious, but are actively experiencing a
foretaste of heaven or hell.

Still others believe that our souls proceed immediately upon death either
to heaven or hell without any sort of waiting period. There are also those who
argue that the temporality of this life versus the eternality of the life to come
makes intermediate periods of time meaningless altogether. Most, if not all,
Protestant denominations believe that the Bible is the highest, and sometimes
the only, authority in Christianity. So, because the Bible does not explicitly
mention purgatory, nearly all Protestants reject it.

For the Orthodox, salvation means theosis: becoming free of sin and
uniting with God. It is an ongoing process that takes our entire earthly lives,
and stops upon death. Through the grace of God we can become what Christ is
by nature.

Living in the community of the church and partaking regularly of the
sacraments, and especially the Eucharist, is one of the most important ways we
can experience God’s grace and His energies and distance ourselves from sin.
Also important is cultivating “prayer of the heart”, prayer that never ceases,
and living a life of simplicity, sincerity, and devotion to God.

If we participate in the Life of the Church through confession and
communion, prayer, fasting, alms-giving, and following the commandments
of God, we will progress on a path toward theosis and union with Our Creator.
This is how we adequately prepare for eternal life. This is how we clean the
smudges from our glasses.

Because of our inability to know much about life after death, the Church
refrains from theological speculation and definitively declaring what happens
when we die. Instead, she a�rms the unbroken Tradition of prayers for the
dead, the certainty of eternal life, the rejection of reincarnation, and the
communion of the Saints (those living and those who have fallen asleep in the
Lord) in the same Body of Christ which is the Church.
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https://www.saintjohnchurch.org/how-to-refute-sola-scriptura/
https://www.saintjohnchurch.org/how-to-refute-sola-scriptura/
https://www.saintjohnchurch.org/deification-orthodox-salvation/
https://www.saintjohnchurch.org/deification-orthodox-salvation/
https://www.saintjohnchurch.org/7-sacraments-orthodox-church/
https://www.saintjohnchurch.org/the-jesus-prayer/
https://www.saintjohnchurch.org/prayer-for-the-dead/
https://www.saintjohnchurch.org/prayer-for-the-dead/


WHAT HAPPENS AFTER WE DIE?
At one point or another, we’ve all wondered what happens after we die.

Is there something beyond this world, this earthly life? What if there’s nothing
after this life at all? Even Orthodox Christians have these thoughts and ask
these questions.

Before we get into the meat of this post, note that anytime the Church
talks of death, she deals with speculative theology. In other words, we really
don’t know what will happen. Instead, the Church theorizes about the next life
based on what God has revealed about Himself. Because of this, the Church
Fathers vary in their approaches to life after death and their understanding of
what precisely happens. That said, we do know certain things that can give us
comfort and clarity as we progress through our lives.

For the Israelites, death meant a return to the same earth from which all
are taken: “For dust you are, and to dust you shall return” (Gen. 3:19; Job 7:21).
Nevertheless, a general idea developed that the souls of the dead do continue,
though only in a shadowy, semi-comatose kind of existence in a netherworld
called Sheol or Hades (Ps 139:8; Is 14:9-11). In Sheol – “the Pit” or the
depths/abyss of the earth – even the glorious dead abide, without any power of
deliverance (Job 7:6-10; Ps 88:48; Is 38:18; Ezk 26:19-21).

Only gradually did God begin to reveal glimpses of a glorious life after
death to His people, a hope that would become available to all through the
power of Christ’s Resurrection. The Lord revealed an early hint of this coming
hope to Job. Amid his su�ering, Job asks: “If a man dies, shall he live again?”
And through a flash of divine insight from God, he adds: “I will wait until I
arise” (Job 14:14). The Psalms also reflect upon personal resurrection to
everlasting life (15:8-11; 48:15; 70:20-23; 90:1-16).

We see the first indications of a corporate resurrection of the people of
Israel in the 8th century BC (Hos 6:1-3; 13:14; Is 26:19). About two centuries
later, Ezekiel receives the dramatic vision of a miraculous reconstitution of
“the whole house of Israel” on the plain covered with dry bones (Ezk 37:1-14).
By the late first century BC, immortality is directly linked with living in
wisdom and righteousness (WSol 1:13-15; 2:22-23; 5:15; 6:17-21; 8:17).
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Death is the ultimate rebellion against God, the “last enemy” as Saint
Paul says. It was never intended for us; God created us for life, not for death
and oblivion. Death only came into the world because the first man and woman
sinned against God. And we are all a�ected by the consequence (death) of
Adam and Eve’s sin in Paradise. Our Lord’s Resurrection conquered death and
sin for us. Now, we can have eternal life through Him (Jn 11:25; 3:14-16; 4:14;
6:40, 47-58; 14:1-6) and be with Him again in Paradise (Lk 23:42-43; 2Co 5:8;
Php 1:21-23).

After we depart this life, our souls separate from our bodies. After this
separation, the body then returns to the earth and, eventually, decomposes.
Between the moment of our death and the Final Judgment (more on this
shortly), we await the day when our souls will be reunited with our bodies,
which are transformed into a glorified state (1Co 15:50-54) like Christ’s own
body (Php 3:20-21; 1Jn 3:2).

During this waiting time, the soul lives in a “middle state” and
undergoes what we call the particular judgment (Hebrews 9:27). In other
words, immediately after death, we experience a foretaste of paradise or hell,
depending on the kind of life we lived here on earth. And our souls remain in
this state until the Final Judgment, when all will “come forth – those who have
done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the
resurrection of condemnation” (John 5:28-29).

At the Final Judgment, our souls will be reunited with our bodies, and
both will be judged before God (2 Corinthians 5:10). We will be judged
according to our faith and our works (the fruits of faith).

God will separate the just from the unjust or sinners. To the righteous He
will say, “Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world” (Matthew 25:34). And to the sinners:
“Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and
his angels” (Matthew 25:41). Then, the sinners “will go away into eternal
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life” (Matthew 25:46).

After the Final Judgement, there is either eternal life or eternal
punishment. Which one, depends entirely on us and the kind of lives we live.
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+14%3A14&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+16%3A8-11%3B+Psalm+49%3A15%3B+Psalm+71%3A20-23%3B+Psalm+91%3A1-16&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hos+6%3A1-3%3B+13%3A14%3B+Is+26%3A19&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezk+37%3A1-14&version=NKJV
https://www.saintjohnchurch.org/original-sin-vs-ancestral-sin/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jn+11%3A25%3B+3%3A14-16%3B+4%3A14%3B+6%3A40%2C+47-58%3B+14%3A1-6&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jn+11%3A25%3B+3%3A14-16%3B+4%3A14%3B+6%3A40%2C+47-58%3B+14%3A1-6&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lk+23%3A42-43%3B+2Co+5%3A8%3B+Php+1%3A21-23&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lk+23%3A42-43%3B+2Co+5%3A8%3B+Php+1%3A21-23&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1Co+15%3A50-54&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Php+3%3A20-21%3B+1Jn+3%3A2&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+9%3A27&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+5%3A28-29&version=NKJV
https://www.saintjohnchurch.org/last-judgment/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+5%3A10&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+25%3A34&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+25%3A41&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+25%3A46&version=NKJV


Think of it this way. When we’re born into this world, it’s like having
bad vision. Nothing is clear. When we become Orthodox and meet Christ, we’ve
just received a pair of glasses. Things clear up, but we keep getting the lenses
dirty. The sacraments are God’s way of helping us clean our glasses, over and
over again. When we die, we’ll finally see God clearly and will have no need for
our glasses anymore. And we will either rejoice in finally seeing Him clearly (if
that was our goal in this life) or our eyes will hurt with the sudden vision of
light after being so long in the dark. We will experience His presence as either
absolute bliss or unbearable agony, for eternity.

Roman Catholicism is well-known (and perhaps infamous) for its
doctrine of purgatory. In the most basic terms, purgatory is a place of
atonement and purification, which allows those who “die in God’s grace and
friendship” to “achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven”
(CCC, 1030).

It goes without saying that the Orthodox Church does not believe in this
doctrine. While we agree with the idea that we experience a “waiting time”
between now and the Final Judgment, we object to the Catholic satisfaction
model, which posits that payment is required from God even after He has
forgiven our sins. Within the Orthodox theological paradigm, there is either
forgiveness or punishment, not both.

Some Church Fathers, including St. Cyprian and St. Augustine, seemed to
believe in a purification after death. However, the character of this purification
is never clarified, and (as St. Mark of Ephesus underlined at the Council of
Florence) it seems there is no true distinction between heaven, hell and the
so-called purgatory. In other words, all souls partake in the same mystical fire
(which, according to St. Isaac of Syria, is God’s Love), but experience it
di�erently depending on their spiritual state: bliss for those who are in
communion with him; purification for those in the process of being deified;
and remorse/agony for those who hated God during their earthly lives.

As anyone would expect, there is quite a bit of diversity of thought about
what happens immediately after death. Most Protestants do believe that we
retain our unique identities after death. Some denominations believe the soul
goes immediately to be with Christ in heaven, awaiting the Day of Judgment
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Parish Prayer List
Please remember in your prayers LIVING
Captive Hierarchs PAUL and JOHN

All those caring for the sick and su�ering at this time throughout the world,
especially our families and friends: Mike, Bernie, Margaret,  Marie, Helen,
Rosemary, Sandra, Sandy Batton, Paula, Al, Eli, Evelyn, Nadia, John, Paulette,
Andrew, Daniel, Charissa

Ill-a�icted Archpriests John Nightingale & Fr Theodore Orzolek

Matushka Paula Soucek

Servants of God Dcn Nathan, Mat. Katherine, Miraiah, Evangeline, Gideon,
Zacharias, Ignatius, Basil (Clausson), Mat. Emilia, Blaise, Maximus, Rodion,
Savina (Shepherd), Barbara, Bev, Sandra, Ann, Sandy & Danny, Walter, Michael
& Euphemia (Mia), Elizabeth Amaya; Justin Robert, Vitaly & Maria, Gregory,
Emilia, Marie, Tammy

Seekers: Jason, Emilia, Judah, Nadia, & Silas

DEPARTED
Newly departed: Rose Krenitsky (10/19)
Departed: Nicholas Lugin (10/20)

Financial 23OCT22
DEPOSITS: $8,279.29
DEBITS: $2,879.64
CURRENT BALANCE: $32,162.83
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http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p123a12.htm
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Council_of_Florence
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Council_of_Florence

