
Word� of Wisdo� Today Readings
Fro� th� Saint� & Teache�� Epistle: 2 Corinthians 6:1-10

Gospel: Luke 6:31-36

The Acceptable Time. Chrysostom: Let us not let the opportunity slip, but
rather let us display a zeal worthy of his grace. We press on because we know
that the time is both short and opportune. The acceptable time is the time of
the gift, the time of grace, when it is decreed that not only will no account of
our sins be demanded from us, but that we shall also enjoy abundant blessings,
righteousness, sanctification and all the rest. Homilies on the Epistles of Paul
to the Corinthians 12.1.

Love Thy Neighbor. Chrysostom. For they who pierce their own souls deserve
tears and weeping, not curses. For nothing is more hateful than a cursing
heart, or more foul than a tongue which utters curses. O man, spit not forth the
poison of asps, nor be turned into a beast. Thy mouth was given thee not to bite
with, but to heal the wounds of others. But he commands us to count our
enemies in the rank of our friends, not only in a general way, but as our
particular friends for whom we are accustomed to pray; as it follows, Pray for
them which persecute you. But many on the contrary falling down, and striking
their faces upon the ground, and stretching forth their hands, pray God not for
their sins, but against their enemies, which is nothing else but piercing their
own selves. When thou prayest to Him that He would hear thee cursing thy
enemies, who has forbidden thee to pray against thy enemies, how is it
possible for thee to be heard, since thou art calling Him to hear thee by striking
an enemy in the king’s presence, not with the hand indeed, but with thy words.
What art thou doing, O man? thou standest to obtain pardon of your sins, and
thou fillest thy mouth with bitterness. It is a time of forgiveness, prayer, and
mourning, not of rage. Homilies on the Gospel of St Luke.
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16th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 7. Hieromartyr Cyprian,
Virgin Martyr Justina, and Martyr Theoctistus, of Nicomedia (304).

Birthdays & Anniversaries for September
Birthdays: Nadia Macheska (10/1); Mary Krevko (10/5); Thomas Zupko
(10/10); Stella Krenitsky (10/15)
Nameday: Euphemia Keklak (9/17)
Anniversary: Helen & +Paul Bezuhly (10/12)
Baptism:
Travelers: For all who are traveling this week
Prosphora Schedule: Thank you Michael Keklak for this weeks
Proshora.  After today we are out!

Please sign up to bake prosphora.  We only have enough for today!
Visitors: Thank you for joining us and please introduce yourself to Fr
Michael
Do you have a birthday or anniversary this/next week? Please add it to our list
on the shelf  in the Vestibule/Narthex.

Service Attendance: Last weekend Divine Liturgy: 29

DEAR GUESTS AND FRIENDS: A most sincere and heartfelt welcome to you from
our community. According to the ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the

Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox Christians
who have prepared to receive themselves by fasting and a recent (monthly)

confession..If you have questions please ask Fr Michael!

mailto:frmichael@stmichaelof.org


Service Schedule
THIS WEEK: 02-09 October

THURS, Oct 6th: @ 6:00  PM Vespers University of Scranton OCF
SAT, Oct 8th: @ 3:30 PM Steering Committee

SAT, Oct 8th: @ 5:00 PM Great Vespers / Confession After
SUN, Oct 9th: Hours @ 9:10 AM, Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

WEEK of 10-16th
THURS, Oct 13th: @ 6:00  PM Vespers University of Scranton OCF

SAT, Oct 15th: @ 3:30 PM Inquirers Class/Book Study
SAT, Oct 15th: @ 5:00 PM Great Vespers / Confession After

SUN, Oct 16th: Hours @ 9:10 AM, Divine Liturgy @ 9:30 AM

UP COMING

Announcements
& Upcoming Parish & Diocesan Events

Summer Camp Debriefing: Oct 8th, 9 A.M.
Church Work Day: Every Friday is Church Maintenance day. Come help if you
can.
Parish Steering Meeting: Oct 12, @ 3:30 p.m. prior to Great Vespers
Continue Clergy Education: Oct 25th, Holy Apostles Mechanicsburg
Pre-Nativity Retreat: 3-4 Nov Daylesford Abbey

Kontakion, Synaxis of Archangel Michael & all the Bodiless Hosts

Commanders of God’s armies and ministers of the divine glory, princes
of the bodiless angels and guides of mankind, ask for what is good for us,
and for great mercy, supreme commanders of the Bodiless Hosts.

Hol� A�c�a�g�� M��ha�� P��y u��� G�d �o� �s!
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An endless number of Scripture passages make it clear that our obligation of
stewardship over God’s many gifts to us is to give in proportion to the
blessings we have received. Indeed the Parable of Talents from Matthew
25:14-30 is all about taking whatever gifts God gives us, putting them out into
the world and causing them to multiply, and then giving them back in
proportion to what we earned in order to receive the reward of hearing: “Well
done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set you
over much.”

1st Corinthians 9:7 teaches us: “So let each one give as he purposeth in his heart,
not grudgingly or out of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.” Note the
emphasis on cheerful giving, not

paying dues. And of course we cannot forget the indicting message of Luke
16:11 “And if you are untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will trust you with
true riches of heaven?” So it keeps coming back to giving in proportion to the
blessings God has given you.

In Holy Scripture we do not see references to “dues” but we do find many
references to the tithe. The tithe is an obligation to give at least 10% of our
blessings. Notice the words are “at least” and notice that it is giving 10% of
ALL of our first fruits and blessings. That includes our time and our talents, as
well as our treasures. And the title is not just an Old Testament phenomenon as
we learn in many places, including Matthew 23:23 where the scribes and
Pharisees were admonished to continue the tithe (the law) as well as following
Christ’s new commandments of justice, mercy and faithfulness.

Even St. John Chrysostom in the 4th century said “And if there was a danger
then (he was referring to the Old Testament) in omitting the tithes, think how
great it must be now!” And if there was a danger in omitting the tithes during
St. John Chrysostom’s time, think how much greater the danger is now.

You can read the rest at www.stewardshipcalling.com
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Parish Prayer List
Please remember in your prayers LIVING
Captive Hierarchs PAUL and JOHN

All those caring for the sick and su�ering at this time throughout the
world, especially our families and friends: Mike Jadick, Bernie Elko, Rose
Krenitsky, Margaret Pregmon,  Marie Buranich, Helen Wytovich, Tammy
Wytovich, Rosemary Kuzmich, Sandra Pritchyk, Marie Pasternak, Sandy
Batton, Paula Stavisky, Al Pritchyk, Eli Stavisky, Evelyn Bunevitch, Nadia
Macheska, John Pritchyk, Paulette Ezbiansky, Andrew Lutzick, Daniel
Jones, Charissa Voroziichak

Ill-a�icted Archpriests John Nightingale & Fr Theodore Orzolek

Matushka Paula Soucek

Servants of God Dcn Nathan, Mat. Katherine, Miraiah, Evangeline,
Gideon, Zacharias, Ignatius, Basil (Clausson), Mat. Emilia, Blaise,
Maximus, Rodion, Savina (Shepherd), Barbara Sevensky, Bev Elko,
Sandra Condon, Ann Tyrpak, Sandy & Danny Pregmann, Walter Pritchyk,
Michael Keklak; Euphemia (Mia) Keklak; Amaya Jackson; Robert Kane

DEPARTED
Newly departed: Metropolitan Herman
Departed: Nicholas Lugin (10/20)
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Donations in Memory of
From: The Daughters and Son-in-Laws of John and Ann Moses
In Memory Of: Walter Ermolovich

From:  Maryann, Mike, and Katlyn Sanders
In Memory Of: Marie Horek

From: Marie Ermolovich
In Memory Of: Walter Ermolovich

● Reminder: Names will be rotated o� on occasion - request again to
have a loved one put back on again.

● Please sign up for early bird and prosphora making on the shelf in the
Vestibule/Narthex

● Reminder to sign the statement of intent

Ask Fr. Michael: Do you have questions about the Orthodox faith?
Fr. Michael may have the answer, AND if he doesn’t he will get it for
you. In the narthex there is a basket and blank question slips for
you to anonymously submit your questions. Fr. Michael will answer
these questions during co�ee hour and/or in the bulletin.

HOW MUCH DO I OWE?
By Bill Marianes

“How much do I owe” asked the parishioner. “For what?” I asked. “You know,
for my church dues.” I truly did not know what to say next, so I asked a simple
question: “How much have you been blessed? “A lot” they said, “but what has
that got to do with anything? I just want to know how much of my money I have to
give to the church as dues to be a member?”
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And that was when I finally realized that, among other things, they got the
pronoun wrong. They weren’t really dealing with “their” assets. They are all
“His” (i.e., God’s). They failed to understand that Christ’s church does not sell
“memberships” or charge “dues” and that everything “they” had was really a
gift from God, their Father. Everything! Their life, their talents, their genetic
composition, their life experiences, the people who loved them, the
opportunities presented them for greatness, the chances to make a di�erence
in the world, their stu� and even their money. None of it was really theirs.
They were merely a temporary steward (caretaker) of God’s gifts. They didn’t
get it and just wanted me to give them a magic number as if it were written in
some golden tablets.

So I replied with what Christ taught us on the subject: “Give it all, I said.” In
Matthew 19:16-21 we are presented with parable of the young man who asked
Christ: “What good deed must I do to have eternal life?” The young man was
focused on the right thing, namely eternal life, and not some temporary
success, job promotion or nice lifestyle. Christ responded by essentially first
reviewing the 10 Commandments and then gave the following clear guidance:
“If you would be perfect, go sell what you possess and give it to the poor and you
will have treasure in heaven; and come follow me.”

Notice what Christ said. “If you would be perfect...” Perfect, he said, not average,
or in the 2nd quartile. The roadmap to perfection is to give back everything we
How many of us are ready to go “all in” and take the journey down that path
toward an ultimate goal that is more rich and fulfilling than anything we could
imagine? The young man was not, and “...he went away sad.”

Paradoxically, it is kind of funny, because eventually we will give everything.
When we die (on this earth) we will not take any of our stu� with us. You still
never see a hearse followed by a U- Haul trailer. So why not give it now and
experience the joy that comes from helping someone else. Or would you prefer
to also “go away sad.”
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