St. Michael’s Orthodox Church
512 Summer Street, Old Forge, PA 18518
Fr. Peter Henry, Rector
Church Office: (570) 457-3703
Email: Peterehenry@yahoo.com Website: http://stmichaelof.org.

Sunday Bulletin, April 7, 2019
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT. TONE 4. ST. JOHN CLIMACUS. REPOSE OF
ST. TIKHON, PATRIARCH OF RUSSIA, ENLIGHTENER OF NORTH
AMERICA. MARTYR CALLIOPUS AT POMPEIOPOLIS IN CILICIA.
MARTYRS RUFINUS THE DEACON, AQUILINA, AND 200 SOLDIERS WITH
THEM AT SINOPE. VEN. SERAPION OF EGYPT.
_________________________________________________________________________
Service Schedule:
Sunday, Apr 7:
Wednesday, Apr 10:
Thursday, Apr 11:
Friday, Apr 12:
Saturday, Apr 13:
Sunday, Apr 14:

9:30 AM Divine Liturgy (Hours at 9:10).
6 PM Presanctified Liturgy. Confession from 5 PM to 5:30 PM.
6 PM Canon of St. Andrew. Confession following
6 PM Akathist to Mary. Confession following
5 PM Great Vespers. Confession following.
9:30 AM Divine Liturgy (Hours at 9:10)

Remember in Your Prayers…
Health / General: Stella Krenitsky, Michael Jadick, Helen Chesniak, Marie Buranich, Mary Slenska,
Helen Wytovich, Rosemary Kuzmich, Tammy Wytovich, Fr. John Nightingale, Bernie Elko, Sandra
Pritchyk, Marie Pasternak, John Pritchyk, Matushka Myra Kovalak, Steve Pregrim, Lillian Mathews,
Nadia Macheska, Dr. David Lezinsky, Tom Krenitsky, Lillian Kite & Paulette Ezbiansky.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Offerings:
Vigil Lights: In Memory of: William Macheska by Nadia Macheska; Rose Macheska by Nadia
Macheska; Diane Yacopchak by Helen & Tammy Wytovich.
Parastas: In Memory of: Michael, Mary & John Marko by Helen Wytovich (4/16).
____________________________________________________________________________

Announcements:(Please submit any announcements no later than the Thursday before they are to be posted)
St. Michael’s Orthodox Church Food Pantry: The food pantry will be open Saturday, (4/20) from 11
AM – 12 Noon. The following individuals / organizations made donations to the pantry in the last couple
of weeks: Kris Mitchell, Anonymous & St. George’s Orthodox Church.
Confession: All parishioners should make every effort go to confession during Lent prior to Palm Sunday
(April 21). See the handout on “The brief confession from St. Demetrius of Rostov”.
Holy Week Schedule: Please sign up for the Holy Week Schedule. We really need men to sign up for
the processions starting on Holy Friday and continuing through Bright Monday.
St. Tikhon’s Memorial Day weekend: Will be held from Friday, May 24th – Monday, May 27th, 2019 at
St. Tikhon’s Monastery. Please see the bulletin board for the Pilgrimage schedule.
Lenten Mission Services will start at 4 PM:
April
7 St. John Climacus
St. Nicholas
April
14 St. Mary of Egypt
Saints Peter & Paul

Olyphant
Uniondale

Today’s Holy Scripture Readings:
Hebrews 6:13-20 (Epistle)
13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no one greater, He swore by
Himself,
14 saying, “Surely blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you.”
15 And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise.
16 For men indeed swear by the greater, and an oath for confirmation is for them an end of all dispute.

17 Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise the immutability of His
counsel, confirmed it by an oath,
18 that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might have strong
consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us.
19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the Presence
behind the veil,
20 where the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, having become High Priest forever according to
the order of Melchizedek.

Mark 9:17-31 (Gospel)
17 Then one of the crowd answered and said, “Teacher, I brought You my son, who has a mute spirit.
18 And wherever it seizes him, it throws him down; he foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth, and
becomes rigid. So I spoke to Your disciples, that they should cast it out, but they could not.”
19 He answered him and said, “O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I
bear with you? Bring him to Me.”
20 Then they brought him to Him. And when he saw Him, immediately the spirit convulsed him, and he
fell on the ground and wallowed, foaming at the mouth.
21 So He asked his father, “How long has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood.
22 And often he has thrown him both into the fire and into the water to destroy him. But if You can do
anything, have compassion on us and help us.”
23 Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.”
24 Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with tears, “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!”
25 When Jesus saw that the people came running together, He rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it:
“Deaf and dumb spirit, I command you, come out of him and enter him no more!”
26 Then the spirit cried out, convulsed him greatly, and came out of him. And he became as one dead, so
that many said, “He is dead.”
27 But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose.
28 And when He had come into the house, His disciples asked Him privately, “Why could we not cast it
out?”
29 So He said to them, “This kind can come out by nothing but prayer and fasting.”
30 Then they departed from there and passed through Galilee, and He did not want anyone to know it.
31 For He taught His disciples and said to them, “The Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of
men, and they will kill Him. And after He is killed, He will rise the third day.”

4th Sunday of Great Lent: St John Climacus (of the Ladder)

The Fourth Sunday of Lent is dedicated to Saint John of the Ladder (Climacus), the author of the work,
The Ladder of Divine Ascent. The abbot of Saint Catherine’s Monastery on Mount Sinai (6th century)
stands as a witness to the violent effort needed for entrance into God’s Kingdom (Mt.10: 12). The
spiritual struggle of the Christian life is a real one, “not against flesh and blood, but against ... the rulers of
the present darkness ... the hosts of wickedness in heavenly places ...” (Eph 6:12). Saint John encourages
the faithful in their efforts for, according to the Lord, only “he who endures to the end will be saved”
(Mt.24:13).

